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                       From Pastor Ken

November is wrapped in the blanket of Thanksgiving.  We have been a few weeks now into our Stewardship campaign which is a reminder of why we give.  November 13th, as a part of our worship, we will receive the pledges and commitments of time and talent that you have made for 2012 and as a part of that service we will ask God to bless the gifts, the lives and the commitments that we bring forth.  The service will be a celebration.  All three of our choirs will be singing and a potluck meal will follow.  On that Sunday, as well, we will be sitting down with our partners to talk together about how we can grow deeper in that relationship.  That meeting is open to all members of the congregation so I hope many of you will plan to join us.
Thanksgiving Eve—We Will Once Again
Join Our Brothers & Sisters
from Christ Presbyterian and Wauwatosa Presbyterian in a service of celebration and thanksgiving.  The service will be held at Wauwatosa Presbyterian and we will begin at 6 p.m. with a light meal.  The worship will begin at 7 p.m.


When we give and when we participate, we are supporting and giving life to a number of important ministries such as: 
THE ADULT CENTER--a ministry that seeks to provide meaningful programming for our senior and seasoned members,
OUR YOUTH PROGRAMMING which finds expression in a number of ways:


CHALLENGES--A ministry that seeks to provide support and guidance to middle school and high school young men

 CHOICES--A ministry that seeks to provide support and guidance to middle school and high school young women

SUMMER YOUTH ENRICHMENT PROGRAM--which included 40 young people.   (We could use drivers and chaperones.)

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL--which happens for one week during the summer:  We can always use teachers, helpers, and servers.


CAREGIVERS—a  ministry that provides care and support to members who are shut-in.  Send a note, make a phone call, deliver a plant during the Christmas and Easter Holidays.


BREAD OF HEALING EMPOWERMENT MINISTRY--which meets every Wednesday form 12 noon until 3 p.m.  Volunteer to work in the kitchen, to pack pantry bags, to come and talk to someone who may just need someone to listen.


WOMEN’S MONTHLY BIBLE STUDY

MEN’S BREAKFAST which meets 3 times a year in partnership with the men from St. Matthew, Wauwatosa.  The next breakfast will be in January at St. Matthew.  Watch for more details.


THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY

This is not an exhaustive list but it gives you a glimpse of the many wonderful things that happen as a result of your generosity and support. Cross is a powerful place and God has put us in a strategic position to bring the work of justice and mercy to people who are often outside of the gate.  I give God thanks for all of you who are engaged in this ministry, for your faith and faithfulness.

Some Closing Thoughts on our Fall Revival


It would be an understatement if you were there and came away saying, “It was good.”   IT WAS GOOD BUT IT WAS MORE THAN GOOD.  This revival did what revivals are meant to do.  It brought revival.  It touched a deep spiritual hunger and that is what made it oh so powerful.  Everything worked synergistically.  The preaching was outstanding but so were the individuals who shared their personal stories and they reached deep and my thanks once again to Lydia McCoy and Bob Lovelace.  The music on both nights was spirit driven. It lifted us and my thanks again to The Carthage Gospel Messengers, the Cross Praise Choir, the Cross Community Gospel Choir and The Cross Youth Praise Team.  I AM STILL HEARING FROM PEOPLE IN THE COMMUNITY who were present either one night or both nights about how meaningful those times were and how the entire services spoke to them and brought some encouragement at a time when encouragement was needed. 


Some of you may have been present in worship when I made reference to John Gentry.  John resides at the Guest house.  He is soon to move into his own apartment and start a new job.  John was at both nights of the revival and has been in Sunday worship ever since the revival.  On Wednesdays in the Bible study and on Sunday morning John sits right up front because as he says, “God has opened him up and he doesn’t want to miss a thing.”  A week ago on Wednesday John brought a friend from the Guest House to Bible Study with him and they both sat right up front.  Yes, this revival was good but IT WAS MORE THAN GOOD.   IT DID WHAT REVIALS ARE MEANT TO DO.  IT REVIVED US.

Final Thoughts on the Congregational Vote


My thanks to those of you who were present and who participated in the conversation.  I am convinced that it is conversation that needs to continue.  And there is already a template for that begun by the visioning team and in which many of you participated.  Cross has been given a grace moment and I know that for some of you this configuration of staffing maybe problematic.  I think both I and Pastor Michelle are aware of the pitfalls, but overall this arrangement gives Cross some extra time to deal with the question of growth and preparing yourselves for the implications of that growth.  The new is always risky but the new doesn’t happen without faith.  Again, I think back upon this last revival where we were blessed to have someone of national prominence.  We didn’t have the resources in place but we had the faith to dream big and to ask believing that God would provide and he did.


We started and each year the revival grew. We learned how to do it better.  We learned that anything that is worth something is worth investing in significantly.  So the publicity piece was a lot more sophisticated (thanks to Emory Churness and Pastor Michelle), and it paid off.  The new Amaranth Ministry begun by Pastor Michelle is doing Church outside of the box.  The people that this approach seeks to reach are those between the ages of 18-34 and may not be a part of a traditional worshiping community, but this is something that may appeal to them, something as simple as gathering around music, food and conversation.


We were recently at Amaranth over the noon hour.  The crowd that came in were young progressives.  The place was abuzz with conversation.  If you have ever stopped in at Amaranth, 34th and Lisbon, you know that it is not a very big place. On the day that we were there the tables were all filled and one young man asked if he could sit at our table.  We introduced ourselves and learned that he worked in the community for a nonprofit.  He grew up in West Allis but presently resides in Shorewood.  He learned that we were pastors of an urban congregation and we learned he was a lapsed Catholic.  There is some sense that we need to be sitting at places like Amaranth or Coffee Makes You Black to get a feel for the new mission field that is among us, to learn what concerns occupy their thoughts, to get a feel for the pulse of the people who may never set foot in our doors so that we may learn how to walk with them.


I’m excited by these next two years.  You will have the opportunity to be led by an African-American female, a daughter of this congregation.  I WOULD ASK THAT YOU help her to be the best that she can be. 

Blessings,

Pastor Kenneth W. Wheeler  
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    Associate Pastor Corner

R-E-V-I-V-A-L. Yes, indeed!  We were revived, energized, and sanctified as we gave glory to God and was inspired by one of his anointed prophets, the Rev. Otis Moss III.  He left us naked and exposed and then gave a new garment of all of God’s promises to us.  Yet, he reminded us that we simply have to put it on and let the Spirit take us where it will and that it will be uncomfortable, maybe painful for some and heart wrenching for others, but on the other side we will have been through a test to have a testimony, cried tears of sorrow and now have a new song to sing, had dry bones that are now enfleshed and are ready to go out into the mission field spreading the Good News of Jesus and Cross Lutheran.  Hmmm the season of Revival.



The saying goes, “There is a season for everything.”  I suppose that is true and surely as the leaves are changing colors and the weather becomes more brisk, we see parallel changes in our own lives.  I began thinking long before our congregational vote came up regarding new calls for Pastor Ken and myself, how much has the wider church changed; but more importantly, how has Cross changed.  Has it been for the better or for the worse, I concluded it was neither and it was both at the same time.  It clearly depends on your perspective about the ministry and the people here. 


I’ve most certainly been blessed to have grown up in the ELCA and specifically at Cross.  My church has always been one to take a stand and most often has been willing to be proactive to injustices wherever we encountered them rather than reactive.  I also grew up knowing that although I had only male senior/solo pastors, I knew women could assume that role as I saw it enfleshed in pastors Mary Martha and Viviane Thomas-Breitfield.  Historically speaking, for as long as I have been Lutheran we have been ordaining women, yet that which seemed as normal as slice bread seems to evoke the reaction one observes when you say you like deep fried twinkies---eeewhew, not so much.

Therefore, I was both hurt and sorely disappointed to witness the actions and reactions of members of my own congregation of whom I’ve known for a long time and others for a relatively short time when it came to a vote about calls that would make historic change in pastoral leadership for Cross and it’s members.  I also was excited because here was my congregation doing what it has always done—embrace change even when it was uncomfortable, unpopular and uncharted territory.

I find myself as a pastor young enough and mature enough to appeal to young, old and those in between congregants, a dynamic speaker on occasions, and a passionate and warm leader with a vision for the future of the church.  I acknowledge that the skill set needed to run a large urban congregation is very specific; not every pastor has that skill set.  It has taken time to develop a sufficient skill set and the experience needed to even assume the Lead role in the near future, but my growth as a leader is not complete.  And thankfully, I am well aware of the footsteps I walk behind and the shoulders upon which I stand that I am eternally grateful that I will have such an experienced mentor and colleague, Pastor Ken, accompanying me along this next chapter in my and our lives together.

I will continue doing ministry with people, changing people’s minds and challenging them.  Hopefully, when people are in need and/or able to see that I am open and willing to learn, it will be in those places where God intervenes and that holy ground is filled, where things changed will give us pause and be embraced.

This is a season of emerging opportunities full of promise. Instead of using energy to explain why we can’t, or shouldn’t or never have done it this way . . . let’s be visionary and courageous and live into what God has set before us.  We have gotten this far by faith and perseverance.  Why should we change our DNA now?  I hope that we will continue to be the history makers who will continue to step up and stand up.

Yes, the tide is beginning to turn and it will take time.  I give profound thanks that I was born into a time such as this . . . that I know it's God's plan to use me to be one very small piece in the turning of this tide.
In the Spirit,

Pastor Michelle

[image: image1.png]Thanksgiving




Our Traditional Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical Service

Cross, Christ Presbyterian, & Wauwatosa Presbyterian will begin our celebration with a light meal and fellowship at 6 p.m. and service will follow at 7 p.m.  Location:  Wauwatosa Prresbyterian Church, 2366 N. 80th Street.


Notes from the Parish Nurse
The rain is pouring down, the wind is howling, the leaves are piling up on the lawn, the squirrels are busy preparing for the winter, and the smell of fires burning in the fireplace fill the air.  Autumn/Fall is my favorite time of the year.  Our thoughts turn to Thanksgiving and being thankful for what God has given us; remember in spite of all that is happening, God is in charge.


During November, we think of and pray for those people with Alzheimer disease.  As with diabetes, high blood pressure, or many of the other chronic diseases we can all think about a family or friend whose life has been touched by someone with Alzheimer’s.  You can visit www.alzfdn.org or www.alz.org/gwwi or call your local Alzheimer’s Association for more information if this disease is personally affecting your life or the life of someone you love.


During November, we think of and pray for those people who have an addiction to tobacco.  Although the trend today is a no-smoking one, we all know people who have smoked for years and continue to smoke.  Pray that God will help them find a way to relieve themselves of this burdensome addiction.  For more information on quitting smoking, please contact me at 414-344-1746.


Beginning Thursday, November 3rd, Cross Lutheran will be offering a class called LIVING WELL WITH CHRONIC CONDITIONS.  This class will be held from 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. with lunch prior to class from 12:30 to 1:00.  It is a six-week class that will help you live better with issues of pain, stress, depression, and sadness that your life is not the way it used to be.  The class will discuss how to talk with your health care provider, how to take your medications so that they work more effectively, and other issues related to chronic conditions like diabetes, high blood pressure, arthritis, and obesity.  If you are interested, please call me at 414-344-1746, the class is filling up quickly.


Finally, I am reading a wonderful book called, “The Circle of Life,” by Joyce Rupp and Macrina Wiederkehr.  I would like to share some of their thoughts on Autumn and Thanksgiving.  One author writes about spring cleaning and talks about how she likes to do her cleaning in autumn as she feels it fits well with the house cleaning that nature is doing.  Here is an exercise to use to do your own “house” cleaning this autumn.

LOOK INTO YOUR OWN CLOSETS. What do you see? Are there things you haven’t worn or used for years?  In what way do you need to simplify?

LOOK AROUND YOUR HOUSE, YOUR ROOM.  What do you see? Do you see things that are only taking up space, things that you are NOT enjoying, not using, books you aren’t reading?  Do you know someone else who might enjoy them?  Sometimes the material things you let go of are symbolic of the inner work you need to do.

NOW LOOK AT YOUR INNER CLOSET.  You all know what I’m talking about. Would you experience a greater freedom if you were able to surrender certain attitudes, harmful ways of thinking, anxieties? 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO RELINQUISH, LET GO OF? Resentments, bitterness, hostility?

WHAT IS IT THAT CROWDS OUT YOUR JOY, SMOTHERS YOUR LOVE, OR TAKES AWAY YOUR PEACE?  Indifference, apathy, or boredom?

IS THERE ANYTHING CROWDING OUT YOUR DELIGHT, YOUR ENTHUSIAM?  Fear, anxiety, or busyness?

WHAT REALLY NEEDS YOUR ATTENTION?  What kind of action do you need to take, what would allow you to do the house cleaning you desire? Do you need to take a risk, share with someone?  Do you need to ask for support or go for counseling?


At this time of Thanksgiving, let us pray:  Master of the Seasons, thank you for all that autumn teaches me. Change my focus so that I see not only what I am leaving behind, but also the harvest and the 

plentitude that my life holds.  May my heart grow more free and my life become more peaceful as I think about and respond to the many teachings this season offers to me.  May the power of gratitude become a daily song I sing.  Amen.

Your Parish Nurse Linda



2012 Mardi Gras Ball

[image: image4.wmf]Where:  Hilton Gardens, Park Place

When:  Saturday, February 11, 2012
Time:
Silent Auction & Social Hour, 5 – 6 p.m.


Dinner & Dance, 6 p.m. – midnight

Cost:
$75 per person

Mark your calendars now!  Look for further details in upcoming newsletters.


Black History Month
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Tens of thousands of people gathered in our Nation’s Capitol the weekend of October 15.  They were there to rally support for the President’s new jobs proposal as well as to celebrate the unveiling of the King Memorial.  The two movements could not be separated because it was a reminder of the unfinished work that Dr. King called us to as he himself was preparing to lead a march for jobs and a leveling of the economic playing field to include the poor before he was killed. 

As we approach the Month of February and recall our history of both brilliance and struggle, we do so giving thanks for all of those who labored and gave of themselves in the fight for freedom.  We are reminded that we still have a work to do.  This will be theme that will hold our Month long celebration at Cross.


Come, let us give thanks and commit ourselves to the work of justice that still must be done.
Our guest Preachers:

The Reverend Steve Jerbi, All Peoples Lutheran, Milwaukee

The Reverend Booker Vance, St. Stephens Lutheran, Chicago


Our Soul Food Potluck will be on the second Sunday in February.  Plan to join us and invite a friend to worship with you.



Commitment Sunday and Partnership Sunday
[image: image6.jpg]



 Don’t be the missing piece . . . We need you to share your gifts and talents with the larger church and community.  Please be sure to be prayerful about where you want to serve and step up for God’s mission when you take the first step in recommitting yourself on Sunday, November 13th!   After church, partake in the bounty of wonderful food and fellowship at our potluck lunch and partnership meeting beginning at
1 p.m.  All are welcome.



[image: image7.wmf]Holiday Bazaar- Saturday, November 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Get a jump on the season and find handmade wonderful  items for gift giving during the holiday season.  You’ll find handmade jewelry, cards, knitwear, etc.  There will also be an array of other unique and one of kind gifts from around the world.  Please come out and support your church and youth group!
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             Sunday School Supply List

We have decided that we would like to offer more healthy snacks on a regular basis and save the deluxe sugary treats for special occasions.  We would appreciate if members of the congregation could donate one or two items on the list for our children.  If you decide you would like to bake for them, please let us know a week in advance, so we know baked goods are coming.

Graham Crackers



Pop tarts

Vanilla Wafers



Rice Crispy Treats

100%  Juice (Boxes or Jugs)


Chex Mix

Fresh Fruit




Fresh Veggies w/Dip

Fruit Cups 




Pretzels

Fruit Roll Ups




Cheese  (Fresh or in Can)

Fruit Chews




Cheese Sticks

Granola Bars




Turkey/Beef Sticks

Breakfast Bars




Muffins

Baked Breads (Banana, Blueberry, Cranberry, Honey, etc.)

Thank You!

Youth Education Committee


Second Lesson Readers for November
November 6             
Cynthia Mounger, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

November 13

Kari Nervig, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

November 20

Matt Nervig, Ephesians 1:15-23

November 27

Sarah Olson, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9


Women’s Joint Cluster Fall Gathering

The Milwaukee Joint Clusters announce their Fall Gathering to be held on Sat., Nov. 12, at Unity Lutheran Church, 1025 E. Oklahoma Ave.  The church is handicapped accessible but there is only street parking.  Registration begins at 8 a.m. with announcements at 8:30 a.m. and breakfast at 8:35 a.m.  Please enter through the office door on Oklahoma.  Pastor Kevan Penvose will lead the Bible Study of ‘Really Bad Girls of the Bible,’ followed by a DVD of the same.  Registration is required.  It is $2 with a charge of $6 for the meal, for a total of $8.  Please register by Nov. 4 to Jan Fox, 4130 S. Carnaby Lane, New Berlin, 53151.  ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED.
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Please come out and support our youth as they fundraise for the trip to the National Youth Gathering in July 2012.  They will be having an array of goodies for your Sunday dinner once a month and simple, but tasty offerings with beverages before and after church the other Sundays.  Coming soon to a narthex near you!



Women’s Monthly Bible Study
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We resume Saturday, November 12th!  We will recap our last book, Sisters in the Wilderness, and preview our new read, Living Water, by Dr. Obery Hendricks who weaves a gripping tale based on the life story of the Samaritan Woman.  Please come and join us at 10 a.m.        



Electronic Offerings


This fall, consider signing up for electronic giving.  Cross relies on the financial support of the congregation and electronic giving offers an easy way to give on a recurring basis.  Please contact the church office at 344-1746/cross@choiceonemail.com for details.  Thank you.


Telephone Reassurance Program


Do you know an older adult who lives alone and seems isolated?  Would they benefit from a daily morning telephone call to help them stay connected to the community and remain safe and independent?  If so, Interfaith Older Adult Programs’ volunteers make daily calls to people over the age of 60 to ask how they are doing and make sure they’re OK each day.  Since it is a volunteer-based program, it is free to all Milwaukee County residents.  Do you know of someone who may benefit from this service?  If so, call 414-220-8657.


Cross Book Club
 Room:  A Novel  by Emma Donoghue is the book that the club is reading at this time.  We will be discussing it on Sat., Dec. 10, at 1 p.m. at Paulette Barr’s  home, N55 W17190 Ravenwood Dr., Menomonee Falls.  All are welcome and please bring a snack or dessert to share.


Cross Lutheran Church

A Reconciling in Christ ELCA Congregation

1821 N. 16th Street

Milwaukee, WI 5320
Phone:  414-344-1746

Fax:  414-931-0537

Email:  cross@choiceonemail.com
Web Site:  www.crosslutheranmilwaukee.org

Kenneth W. Wheeler, Pastor

Pastor Ken’s Email:

disciple@choiceonemail.com
Michelle Townsend de López, Associate Pastor

Pastor Michelle’s Email:

pastormichelle@choiceonemail.com

Sunday Worship:  9:30 a.m.

Sunday School/Adult Bible Study:  11:15 a.m.

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday, 9:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  
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